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of the Coral Sea. For no person on earth can hope to defeat our
female colleagues once they are in search of local colour and
glamour. And so here is luck to them and to the dear lady of
New Guinea, who has made quite a reputation on ' man-eating
flowers.' She at least had the delicacy to leave for the interior
when she heard of the approach of a few real botanists.

The learned Indian Swamis, whenever they accept a new
pupil, ask him to begin by forgetting everything he has ever
learned. It is one of the hardest things to do. Nevertheless I too
shall hereby request that you try to forget everything you ever
knew about the early history of the Pacific. Forget what little
you were taught at school. Forget such names as Magellan and
Tasman and Captain Cook and all the other famous European
navigators who fill so many pages of our histories of navigation.
For they were mere miserable amateurs, mere beginners. Even
such a highly competent skipper as James Cook, probably the
most intelligent and undoubtedly the most humane of all the
men who ever sailed the Seven Seas, dwindles down to very
modest proportions when we compare htm with those unknown
Polynesian explorers who a thousand years before the arrival of
the White Man had found their way from Tahiti to Hawaii and
New Zealand, as well as every other part of this vast ocean.

In the first place, mere was the matter of equipment The
Europeans had regular ships. Not very luxurious from our
modern point of view, but still ships, with decks and cabins and
storage-rooms and water-kegs and masts and sails and pulleys
and compasses and places where you could sleep and dry your
clothes. Whereas the earliest Polynesian mariners had been
obliged to find their way across thousands of miles of an un-
charted sea in open boats that had only the most primitive of
sails, without any real shelter in case of bad weather, with no
compasses or any other sort of nautical instruments, and nothing
but a few calabashes hi which to carry the necessary water. And
yet they were able not only to reach such remote spots as Easter